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Dec. 31 of yearling year

• Stallion registration: 
Feb. 15 of year breeding 
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sale or entering state if being bred 
back to PA-sire
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The enduring legacy of Bill Brady
By Nikki Sherman

When All American Rod roared to a 
3¼-length victory at 35-1 in his career 
debut Feb. 6 at Parx Racing, emotions 
surged as his connections celebrated 
the upset win. There were many reasons 
why, with the most obvious being that it 
was the first career win for new owners 
Stephanie and Mike Yekenchik, who race 
under the name Isaiah 4031 Racing 
Stable. But behind the scenes, everyone 
involved with the 3-year-old Rimrod 

gelding was remembering All American 
Rod’s breeder, William “Bill” Brady of R H 
Breeding.

Brady had been a longtime fixture in 
the lives of Castle Rock Farm owner Peter 
Giangiulio and manager June Hillman, 
as well as trainer Dee Curry. When he 
passed unexpectedly in July 2023, it hit 
his family and friends hard. He left behind 
his wife of 58 years, Kathleen, as well 
as sons Michael, Mark and Brian, and 
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Bill Brady continued from page 1

eight grandchildren. That’s without even 
mentioning his large but close extended 
family, a rarity in today’s age.

Bill threw himself into everything 
he loved, including playing golf, 
volunteering, cheering on all of 
“his” Philadelphia sports teams 
(especially the Flyers and Phillies), 
and perhaps most importantly, his 
love of horse racing. Brady’s family 
made sure to include his membership 
in the Pennsylvania Horse Breeders 
Association in his obituary.

Brady had several broodmares at 
Castle Rock Farm and a few racehorses 
with Curry. His family wasn’t sure how 
to handle his beloved horses, so they 
raced one horse under The Estate of 
William P. Brady. Whatsagizmo won 
one week after Brady passed away, 
and Curry was in tears in the winner’s 

circle. She specifically asked if the track 
photographers in the Equi-Photo office 
could add a notation to the top of the 
win photo: “It was an Honor to Give You 
One More Win.”

While Brady’s family was happy 
that his homebred had won a race, the 
reminder of their recent loss became 
too painful and they made the difficult 
decision to disperse his horses. That 
was when Hillman and Curry lept into 
action. They were able to find homes for 
all of his horses, either for permanent 
retirement or new broodmare/racing 
owners. 

Curry was looking for potential 
buyers of the youngsters and 
racehorses when she spoke to longtime 
jockey agent Dave Yannuzzi. He 
suggested reaching out to his daughter 
Stephanie Yekenchik, who, along with 

her husband Mike, ran two farms: 
a horse boarding stable called The 
Jennings Farm and an animal/produce 
farm named Medford Cattle Farms. 

“The thing is, I wanted nothing to 
do with racing,” Yekenchik admitted. 
“My dad was an agent before he retired 
and my grandfather [Joe Yannuzzi] was 
a trainer. I didn’t have a high opinion 
of racing and was way more into show 
horses.”

One of Yekenchik’s concerns was 
for the welfare of the racehorses, 
especially when they finished racing. 
However, Curry has had a hand in 
Thoroughbred aftercare for a long time 
and reassured her that there was no 
need to worry.

“I told Stephanie that we always 
find homes for the horses when they’re 
ready,” Curry explained. “Parx has the 

Congrats to the Blackstone Farm-bred 

Roses for Debra, who came from off the 

pace to win the Grade 3 Giant’s Causeway 

Stakes at Keeneland on April 13 going 

away! This was her first outing in 2024 and 

she did not disappoint. Next out could be 

the Grade 2 Intercontinental Stakes or the 

Grade 1 Jaipur against the boys at Belmont 

weekend at Saratoga. Good luck! 

Also, a shout out to Disco Ebo, bred by 

St. Omer’s Farm and a daughter of PA sire 

Weigelia, who went gate-to-wire winning 

the Primonetta Stakes at Laurel on April 13. 

Don’t wait to become part of the action, go 

to pabred.com and view the 2024 Stallion 

Directory. While you’re there, check out the 

new stallions standing in 2024. Breed to 

a PA stallion and receive 40% in Breeder 

Awards, up to 40% in Owner Bonuses, 

eligibility for the PA-Sired, PA-Bred Series, 

and hundreds of Restricted Races. Wow! 

The PA-Sired PA-Bred series has 

been expanded for foals of 2022 to include 

3yos. The nomination fee is now $1,000 

for those who have purchased 2yos until 

June 30. Replacing the trainer bonus this 

year will be a $50,000 breeder bonus for 

horses that finish first, second and third in 

total points for the series: $25,000 for first, 

$15,000 for second and $10,000 for third. 

By now you should be familiar with the 

online registration system on our website. 

If you are still using paper registrations, 

please make sure you forward a signed 

copy of the Code 

of Ethics, which 

is attached to the 

registration form. 

All broodmare domicile forms should 

have already been entered online for the 

2024 foaling season, except for public 

sales and breed backs. Please submit your 

form when your mare enters the state. 

These domicile reports are MANDATORY 

and if not completed, your foal could be de-

nied PA-Bred registration. As usual, please 

contact our office with any questions you 

may have. 

Pennsylvania is the only place to Breed 

& Race! Go Pa!!

A few words from the 
Executive Secretary
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Contact Information:
State Horse Racing Commission 
Harrisburg, PA • 717-787-1942

Parx Racing 
Bensalem, PA • 215-639-9000

Hollywood Casino at  
Penn National Race Course 
Grantville, PA • 717-469-2211

Presque Isle Downs & Casino 
Erie, PA • 866-374-3386

Pennsylvania HBPA  
Grantville, PA • 717-469-2970

Pennsylvania Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 
Association 
Bensalem, PA • 215-638-2012

THE PA-BRED PREMIUM
EARN MORE!

JOIN THE PHBA
Whether you are currently a breeder or 

an owner, or if you are just considering get-
ting involved in this exciting industry, there 
are many reasons to join the PHBA. The 
PHBA is devoted to those involved in Penn-
sylvania’s Thoroughbred breeding industry. A 
not-for-profit organization founded in 1948, 
we provide a number of services to mem-
bers, including informational assistance, ed-
ucational opportunities and a variety of social 
events. 

The goal of the organization is to ad-
vocate on behalf of the state’s breeding 
industry. We are mandated by statute as 
administrator of the Pennsylvania Breeding 
Fund program, and as official registrar of the 
Pennsylvania-Bred roster of eligible program 
participants.

Working with industry leaders over the 
years, PHBA has achieved several goals that 
have brought reform and benefits to breed-
ers, owners, racetracks and the public. The 
PHBA is vital to everyone involved in breeding 
throughout Pennsylvania. Your support and 
participation can help Pennsylvania’s breed-
ing industry continue to grow and prosper.

Turning for Home program or we could 
rehome them ourselves. That seemed 
to ease her mind.”

One day in church, Stephanie’s 
husband Mike read a Bible verse and 
it instantly made him think of horses 
racing. Isaiah 40:31 states, “They who 
wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles; they shall run and 
not be weary; they shall walk and not 
faint.” The couple knew they had found 
a name for their racing entity: Isaiah 
4031 Racing Stable.

Hillman absolutely loved the 
name. “Bill was a man of faith so the 
Bible reference in their stable name is 
significant.”

All American Rod’s career debut on 
that fateful Parx afternoon in February 
was Isaiah 4031 Racing Stable’s fourth 
as an owner, coming a few weeks after 
just missing a win with another horse 
from Brady’s breeding legacy, the 
Rimrod gelding Dropline. 

“Never in a million years did I think 
he was going to win,” Yekenchik posted 
on her Facebook page, and then added 
later, “He’s just so gritty!”

Curry found herself feeling the 
power and presence of Bill Brady that 
day. All American Rod is a half-brother 
to Whatsagizmo. Hillman felt it in her 
heart as well.

“I know Dee talks about it all the 
time,” she said. “I truly believe he is 
looking down on the horses and maybe 
has a hand in the success they have 
had since his passing. We are all so 
proud that we were able to keep so 
many of them on the same path they 
would have been on if he was still alive. 
We feel like it is fate.”

Less than three weeks later, 
Dropline strongly drew away to a 
5½-length Parx maiden special weight 
victory. 

And then on March 6, All 
American Rod ran against older, more 
experienced horses in an allowance at 
Parx. Again a longshot, he ran his heart 
out and won by a length at 18-1. The 
Yekenchiks were rendered speechless; 
they had been prepared for the race to 
be a learning experience, not a win.

“For some reason, there haven’t 
been any races in the condition book for 
straight 3-year-olds,” Curry lamented. 
“I thought we had no chance but there 
were no other options so we decided 
to give it a shot. Look at his birth date 
- May 13th - he’s still biologically a 
2-year-old!”

Then Curry realized something 
special. Brady’s last wins with her as 
trainer under his own R H Breeding 
name had been with Late to the Show 
almost exactly two years prior, on 
March 15, 2022, and Ninja Prize, on 
March 21, 2023. She knew at that 
moment, it was Bill watching from 
above.

Hillman misses Brady but enjoys 
caring for his broodmares that are still 
at Castle Rock Farm. His family even 
gifted her ownership of a Rimrod mare 
named Lemon Strudel.

“I am truly honored to have known 
Bill Brady,” she said. “He was the 
kindest man. I was always happy to see 
him and he was the type of owner we 
need more of in racing. I feel a great 
sense of peace from helping to be a 
part of continuing his legacy with his 
horses.”



PA-Bred Fund Statistics: Top Earners

LEADING HORSES 
Fund Money includes: PA-Bred Races, Breeder and Stallion Awards and PA-Bred Owner-Bonus Payments

      Breeder Stallion  
Horse Pedigree Breeder Races Stakes Award Award Bonus Total
Johnny Ritt * Weigelia - C J’s Little Girl Barbara Wheeler 3  0 21,056 5,264 15,040 41,360
Disco Ebo * Weigelia - Katarica Disco St. Omer’s Farm 1  0 18,480 4,620 13,200 36,300
Respirator * Peace and Justice - La Padrina Dennis Johnson 2  0 16,800 4,200 12,000 33,000
Dropline * Uncle Lino - Sour Lemon Drop William P. Brady Estate 1  0 16,800 4,200 12,000 33,000
Ron Don Scorese Normandy Invasion - Siege Hope Hill Farm 2  0 13,104 0 18,720 31,824
In Spades * Peace and Justice - Lady Kierkegaard Steven W. Young Racing LLC 2  0 13,832 3,458 9,880 27,170
Neighbelline * Social Inclusion - Royalaspen Equivine Farm LLC 2  0 12,544 3,136 8,960 24,640
Big Boys Answer * Uptowncharlybrown - Empires Answer Cavanaugh Breen Farm LLC 2  0 12,320 3,080 8,800 24,200
Social Lady * Social Inclusion - Graemy Glenn E. Brok LLC 2  0 15,200 3,800 4,000 23,000
Golden Tabby Golden Lad - Macroeconomics Michael Raymond Anspach 2  0 8,960 0 12,800 21,760
Windsor Gold Golden Lad - English Mum Shooting Star Stable 1  0 8,736 0 12,480 21,216
Back Forty Paynter - Raging Smoke Harry C. Nye III 2  0 10,350 0 10,350 20,700
Maximus Meridius Maximus Mischief - Quiet Virtue Westerly Farm LLC 1  0 8,400 0 12,000 20,400
Clancy O’Toole Collected - Silver Diva Forgotten Land Investments Inc 1  0 8,400 0 12,000 20,400
Powwa of Love * Uptowncharlybrown - Joyce’s Angel Uptowncharlybrown Stud LLC 1  0 10,080 2,520 7,200 19,800
Gryphon’s Wings * Warrior’s Reward - Veloce Canzone John A. Witte 2  0 10,128 2,532 6,720 19,380
Smart and Fast Congrats - Smart Woman Mesingw Farm LLC 3  0 8,092 0 11,260 19,352
Magicnthemoonlight Tapiture - Moonlight Basin Warriors Reward 3  0 10,680 0 8,400 19,080
Downtownchalybrown * Uptowncharlybrown - Torchwood Godric LLC 1  0 10,800 2,700 5,400 18,900
Matty Bo * Eastwood - Matinee Babe Designated Hitters Racing LLC 4  0 9,408 2,352 6,720 18,480
Wilkinson Warrior * Warrior’s Reward - Mama Jones Patricia L. Chapman 2  0 9,408 2,352 6,720 18,480
Bay Bay Birdie * Weigelia - Red Bank Robin Cynthia M. Bartkowski 1  0 9,408 2,352 6,720 18,480
Word On a Wing * Winchill - Merry’s Pegasus Pewter Stable 2  0 9,408 2,352 6,720 18,480
Breezy Dance * Hoppertunity - Dances On Water John E. Parker 2  0 9,408 2,352 6,720 18,480

LEADING STALLIONS 
Fund Money includes Stallion Awards only

Stallion Name Stallion Owner / Manager No. of Races Award Total

Uptowncharlybrown  Uptowncharlybrown Stud LLC 75 29,862
Weigelia           Wyn Oaks Farm LLC 38 26,034
Warrior’s Reward   Warriors Reward 55 23,719
Uncle Lino         Northview Stallion Station Inc. 45 23,432
Peace and Justice  Steven W. Young Racing LLC 34 15,985
Jump Start         Northview Stallion Station Inc. 43 13,486
Hoppertunity       Northview Stallion Station Inc. 35 10,718
Winchill           Pewter Stable 29 9,281
Social Inclusion   Social Inclusion Partners LLC 17 7,736
Red Vine           DB Dojo LLC 9 4,829
Il Villano         Chuck Russo 4 4,596
Golddigger’s Boy   Luana J. Johnson 10 4,206

Stallion Name Stallion Owner / Manager No. of Races Award Total

Albert the Great   William J. Solomon VMD 6 4,189
Medallist          Northview Stallion Station Inc. 6 3,065
Eastwood           Glenn E. Brok LLC 8 2,803
Well Spelled       Godstone Farm LP 15 2,552
Rimrod             George Strawbridge Jr dba 3 2,400
Almasty            William J. Solomon VMD 1 2,400
Lord Shanakill     William J. Solomon VMD 13 2,228
Black Cry          Fox Tale 1 2,100
Xixixi             Barbara A. Rickline 7 2,087
Bullsbay           Northview Stallion Station Inc. 5 2,031
Boisterous         Tommy Town Thoroughbreds LLC 17 1,816
Misbah             Godstone Farm LP 2 1,764

January 1 through February 29, 2024  

LEADING EARNERS - TOTAL AWARDS
Breeder Name Breeder Stallion Total

Warriors Reward 62,601 23,719 86,320
Uptowncharlybrown Stud LLC 43,160 29,862 73,022
Steven W. Young Racing LLC 38,147 15,985 54,132
Northview Stallion Station Inc. 0 54,032 54,032
Pewter Stable 35,372 9,281 44,653
Wyn Oaks Farm LLC 12,201 26,350 38,551
Blackstone Farm LLC 37,924 0 37,924
William P. Brady Estate 34,128 0 34,128
St. Omer’s Farm 29,064 0 29,064
Arrowwood Farm Inc 28,655 0 28,655
Chuck Russo 18,385 4,596 22,981
Glenn E. Brok LLC 17,915 3,234 21,149

Breeder Name Breeder Stallion Total

Barbara Wheeler 21,056 0 21,056
Fox Tale 18,687 2,100 20,787
Maria M. Haire 18,873 1,610 20,483
Richard Molineaux 18,883 0 18,883
Equivine Farm LLC 16,944 0 16,944
Dennis Johnson 16,800 0 16,800
Cynthia M. Bartkowski 16,208 0 16,208
Luana J. Johnson 11,725 4,206 15,931
Forgotten Land Investments Inc. 15,848 0 15,848
Peter Giangiulio 15,740 0 15,740
Shooting Star Stable 15,486 0 15,486
William J. Solomon VMD 4,325 9,898 14,223

*Denotes PA-sired


