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It was an outstanding
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as horses foaled in the Keystone
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at Keeneland in 2017

PA-Bred Horses of the Year
Unique Bella and Page
McKenney retired due to
injuries

Hank Nothhaft builds a top
breeding program from scratch

Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare
Sprint-G1 winner Shamrock Rose (left)
and two-time 2018 Grade 1
winner and 2017 champion
female sprinter Unique Bella earn
2018 Eclipse Award finalists.
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PA-Bred Year in Review
Offers Plenty of Highlights
It was an outstanding 2018 for
Pennsylvania-breds, as horses
foaled in the Keystone State hit
the highest levels of the sport,
earning a pair of Eclipse Awards,
collecting 14 graded stakes wins,
and proving to be extremely
valuable in the sales ring. Those
achievements helped to cement
the Pennsylvania-bred program
as one of the best in the country.

pion Older Dirt Female based
on her victories in the Beholder
Mile Stakes and the Clement
L. Hirsch Stakes, both Grade 1
events, as well as the Grade2
Santa Maria Stakes.
Shamrock Rose (bottom
left), a daughter of First Dude
bred by Best a Luck Farm,
earned the title of Champion
Female Sprinter, capturing the
Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Filly
and Mare Sprint, as well as
the Grade2 Lexus Raven Run
Stakes and two other graded
events.
It was the third year in a row that a Pennsylvania-bred was voted champion female
sprinter – in 2017, Unique Bella earned the
Eclipse, while in 2016 Finest City, bred by HnR
Nothhaft Horseracing LLC, was honored.
The Pennsylvania-bred program completed
the year boasting of 11 individual horses with
14 graded stakes wins, the third-most in North
America behind Kentucky and Florida, and one
better than New York.
And at auction, Pennsylvania-bred yearlings commanded premium prices, including
an $875,000 Into Mischief colt co-bred by C
Biscuit Racing, Smart Angle LLP, CJB Holdings,
Jeff Bozel, et al, and purchased by Godolphin
at the Keeneland September sale; a $390,000
Quality Road filly bred by Michael Moran and
bought by Team D/Woodford Racing, also at
Keeneland September; a $350,000 Street
Sense colt, bred by Blackstone Farm, and purchased by Godolphin at the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July sale, and a $250,000 Candy Ride
(Arg) filly also bred by Blackstone, bought by
Leonard Green at the Saratoga Select August
sale.
For the seventh consecutive year, the Pennsylvania breeding program paid out more than
$30 million, the richest program in the Mid-Atlantic region. There was also increased confidence by breeders in the Pennsylvania program in 2018 due to safeguards implemented
to the Race Horse Development Fund, which
prevents lawmakers from using the money for

Of the 10 individual year-end champions
crowned Jan. 24 at Gulfstream Park, two were
Pennsylvania-breds: Don Alberto Stables’
Unique Bella and Conrad Farms’ Shamrock
Rose. Other than Pennsylvania, Kentucky (7)
and Ireland (1) were represented.
Unique Bella (top right), a daughter of Tapit
bred by Brushwood Stable, was voted Cham-
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by Linda Dougherty

other purposes, as evidenced by the strong
numbers of mares bred and the annual foal
crop.
“It was another great year for Pennsylvania breeding in 2018, and 2019 looks even
better,” said Brian Sanfratello, executive secretary of the Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association. “I think the consistency of the Fund
and the Race Horse Development Fund Trust
was the icing on the cake. We already have
the best breeding program in the country, but
the safety of the Fund has triggered an explosion of investment. And with the influx of good
new stallions, the 2019 breeding sheds will be
bustling.”
The Report of Mares bred released by The
Jockey Club for 2018 showed a 5 percent decline nationally, but Pennsylvania enjoyed an
8.3 percent increase as compared to 2017,
one of only four states among the top 10 to
do so. In 2018, 32 Pennsylvania stallions bred
610 mares, as compared to 563 in 2017.
Also, Pennsylvania had the greatest increase among the top 10 states and provinces by live foals in 2018, a 29 percent boost
from 2017. Last year, 373 live foals were
reported, as compared to 289 in 2017. The
second-highest increase in the top 10 states
or provinces was Ontario, with a 24.7 percent
jump. New York, Florida and Louisiana all reported double-digit decreases in their live foal
crops.
“Now that the Fund is protected, it presents
a great opportunity for breeders,” said Donny
Brown, a longtime owner and breeder and

continues on page 6
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2018 PENNSYLVANIA-BRED GRADED STAKES WINNERS

PA-Breds finished the year with the third highest number of graded stakes winners in the country.
Congratulations to our graded stakes winners and their breeders!
ARMY MULE

bred by Hope Hill Farm
$400,000 G1 Carter H, 7F Aqueduct

CALL PAUL

bred by Beatrice Patterson & Vicky Schowe
$200,000 G2 Saratoga Special S Presented by Miller Light,
6-1/2F Saratoga

COSMIC BURST

bred by Pewter Stable
$200,000 G3 Honeybee S, 1-1/16M Oaklawn

DADDY IS A LEGEND

bred by HnR Nothhaft Horseracing LLC
$150,000 G3 Lake George S, 1-1/16M T Saratoga

DIXIE SERENADE

bred by Fantasy Lane Stable
$150,000 G3 Victory Ride S, 6-1/2F Belmont

FAHAN MURA

bred by Michael Moran
$150,000 G3 Robert J. Frankel S, 1-1/18 M T Santa Anita

PAGE MCKENNEY

bred by Dr. James E. Bryant & Linda P. Davis
$102,000 G3 Salvator Mile S, 1M Monmouth

Only Kentucky & Florida
won more Graded Stakes in 2018.

PUMPKIN RUMBLE bred by Smart Angle

$125,000 G3 Valedictory S, 1-3/4M Woodbine

SHAMROCK ROSE bred by Best A Luck Farm

$1,000,000 G1 Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint, 7F
Churchill Downs
$250,000 G2 Lexus Raven Run S, 7F Keeneland

SPRING QUALITY bred by George Strawbridge, Jr.

$1,000,000 G1 Woodford Reserve Manhattan S, 1-1/4 M
T Belmont

UNIQUE BELLA bred by Brushwood Stables

$400,000 G1 Beholder Mile S, 1M Santa Anita
$300,000 G1 Clement L. Hirsch S, 1-1/16M Del Mar
$200,000 G2 Santa Maria S, 1-1/16 M Santa Anita

Smarty Jones
Back in Pennsylvania

Dual Classic Winner
of $7,613,155
$90,897 AE lifetime*
Sire of 26 blacktype winners
including a champion and 10
graded stakes winners
$38 million+ progeny earnings

$80,326 weanling sales avg.
$71,213 yearling sales avg.
*Northern Hemisphere

The only classic
winner standing
in the Mid-Atlantic
$3,500 LF
Barbara D. Livingston Photos

Registered PA stallion

Elusive Quality–I’ll Get Along, by Smile

Annville, PA
Inquiries to Rodney Eckenrode
302-236-3886
EquistarTrainingAndBreeding.com

YEAR IN REVIEW continued from page 3
managing partner for Warrior’s Reward, who
stands his first season in Pennsylvania at WynOaks Farm in Delta. “The state of Pennsylvania
has the best regional breeding program, and
going forward there’s no better time to invest
in a broodmare. With a Pennsylvania-bred, you
can earn a lot of money, and things are headed
in the right direction.”
Brown said that, because of the stability
of the Pennsylvania program, requests from
breeders for contracts to Warrior’s Reward have
exceeded expectations. The son of Medaglia
d’Oro is the sire of eight stakes winners, including Axelrod, who captured the Indiana Derby-G3
and the Smarty Jones Stakes-G3 last season.
Other new stallions to the Keystone State
in 2019 include multiple Grade 1 winner and
multimillionaire Hoppertunity (Northview PA);
graded stakes winner and freshman sire Flashback, young stakesplaced Speightstown
stallion
Eastwood,
and track-record setter Social Inclusion,
a son of Pioneerofthe Nile (Diamond B
Farm), as well as Dolphus, a half-brother
to champion Rachel
Alexandra, and graded stakes winner Airoforce (Cabin Creek
Farm).
Pennsylvania-breds won graded stakes at major venues
across North America in 2018. They include
Spring Quality (above), who won the Grade 1
Manhattan Stakes at Belmont Park; Army Mule
(Grade 1 Carter Handicap at Aqueduct); Call
Paul (Grade 2 Saratoga Special at Saratoga);
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Daddy Is a Legend (Grade
3 Lake George Stakes
at Saratoga-Right); Dixie
Serenade (Grade 3 Victory Ride Stakes at Belmont
Park); Page McKenney
(Grade 3 Salvator Mile at
Monmouth Park); Pumpkin
Rumble (Grade 3 Valedictory Stakes at Woodbine);
Fahan Mura (Grade 3 Robert J. Frankel Stakes at
Santa Anita), and Cosmic
Burst (Grade 3 Honeybee
Stakes at Oaklawn Park).
“Though stakes winners get the accolades, the PHBA program
is so meaningful because it supports breeders who provide athletes to fill the day-to-day
racing fields that are
the lifeblood of our
industry,” said Henry “Hank” Nothhaft,
a prominent Pennsylvania owner and
breeder and board
member of the PHBA,
who bred Breeders’
Cup winner Finest
City, among many
other stakes winners.
“The opportunity for a
reasonable financial
outcome for breeders keeps our industry viable with the spillover
economic benefits headed by job creation and
land preservation. And on a personal level, as
a native son of the Keystone State, the PHBA
program provided a mechanism and motivation
for me to make a contribution to my home state
through the wonderful sport of Thoroughbred
horses.”
Last year, an additional incentive for breeders was implemented – increased breeder
awards in maiden races. A Pennsylvania-sired,
Pennsylvania-bred horse now receives a 50
percent award (first through third), while if
not Pennsylvania-sired, receives a 25 percent
award (first through third). That’s in all maiden
races, even maiden-claiming events.
The PHBA is again offering a Pennsylvania
Derby bonus of $250,000 in 2019 for any
Pennsylvania-bred or sired horse who finishes
first through third in Parx Racing’s Grade 1 for

3-year-olds. Of that amount, $200,000 goes to
the owner, and $50,000 to the breeder.
Making the Pennsylvania breeding program
even more enticing is that there are more than
400 restricted races offered annually at the
state’s three racetracks – Parx Racing, Penn
National and Presque Isle Downs. In 2018,
there were ample opportunities for blacktype,
as 22 restricted $100,000 stakes races were
presented at the three venues.
Also in 2018, the PHBA demonstrated its
commitment to the integrity of the sport in
Pennsylvania by making a $300,000 donation to Penn Vet New Bolton Center’s Equine
Pharmacology Laboratory in August to fund
revolutionary research to detect gene doping in
equine athletes. The World Anti-Doping Agency
defines gene doping as “the non-therapeutic

use of genes, genetic elements and/or cells
that have the capacity to enhance athletic performance.”
The donation is believed to be one of the
highest by a state-bred association for research
n
purposes.

6

GRADE 3 PLACED WINNER

EASTWOOD
SPEIGHTSTOWN – FIFTH AVENUE BALL, BY DEPUTY MINISTER

2019 FEE: $2,500 LIVE FOAL

NEW FOR

2019

CATIENUS–MRS. K., BY DIXIELAND BAND

2019 FEE: $2,500 LIVE FOAL

SON OF G1 BREEDERS’ CUP SPRINT CHAMPION
AND ECLIPSE CHAMPION SPRINTER

SPEIGHTSTOWN

ANOTHER SON OF SPEIGHTSTOWN, MUNNINGS HAS

SIRED MILLIONAIRES I’M A CHATTERBOX AND OM

SPEIGHTSTER, also by Speightstown, has bred a full book each of his first two seasons at stud

GLENN & BECKY BROK u 1671 TILDEN ROAD u MOHRSVILLE, PA 19541 u 610.659.2415 u WWW.DIAMONDBFARMPA.COM

Eclipse Award Winner
CHAMPION FEMALE SPRINTER
SHAMROCK ROSE

B.f., 2015, by First Dude—Slew’s Quality, by Elusive Quality
Bred by Best A Luck Farm LLC

A winner of four straight stakes to complete her 3-year-old campaign, Shamrock Rose made the most of
her final start when she got up to win one of the most exciting renewals of the Breeders’ Cup Filly and
Mare Sprint-G1, taking the spoils in a four-horse photo finish. Competing solely in stakes competition in
2018, she earned $848,076 with four wins and two second-place finishes in seven starts. Owned by
Conrad Farms, who purchased the bay as a 2-year-old at Ocala in the spring of 2017 for $120,000, and
trained by Mark Casse, Shamrock Rose also won the Grade 2 Raven Run at Keeneland, the La Lorgnette
at Woodbine, and Presque Isle Downs’ Malvern Rose, the latter by more than 10 lengths.
PA THOROUGHBRED REPORT
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Eclipse Award Winner
CHAMPION OLDER DIRT FEMALE
UNIQUE BELLA

Gr./ro.m., 2014, by Tapit—Unrivaled Belle, by Unbridled’s Song
Bred by Brushwood Stable

The 2017 Eclipse Award-winning champion female sprinter as a 3-year-old returned in 2018 with a
campaign geared at longer distances and more prestige. In four starts, all graded stakes as odds-on
favorite, Unique Bella won three times, taking Grade 1 victories in the Clement L. Hirsch at Del Mar and
Beholder Mile at Santa Anita, as well as Santa Anita’s Grade 2 Santa Maria in her 4-year-old debut by
nine lengths. She also finished second in Oaklawn Park’s Apple Blossom Handicap-G1 while giving seven
pounds to winner Unbridled Mo. While preparing for a fall campaign, the filly owned by Don Alberto Stable
and trained by Jerry Hollendorfer fractured a sesamoid during a Saturday morning workout at Del Mar in
August, which forced her retirement.
PA THOROUGHBRED REPORT
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Multiple Grade 1 SW
Won/Placed in 19 Graded Stakes Earned $4,712,625
NEW for 2019

HOPPERTUNITY

A N Y G I V E N S AT U R D AY – R E F U G E E , b y U N A C C O U N T E D F O R • 2 0 19 F E E : $ 5 , 0 0 0 L F

Winning the Jockey Club Gold Cup S.-G1,
over Millionaire & G1 SW EFFINEX

“SPEED, CLASS, STAMINA and SOUNDNESS

will make you a multimillionaire in this business.
HOPPERTUNITY has them ALL.”

Shares and
Lifetime Breeding
Right Available

- TRAINER BOB BAFFERT

NORTHVIEW PA
A DIVISION OF NORTHVIEW STALLION STATION

A Letter From the
Executive Secretary
Congratulations to our PA-Bred Eclipse Award winners Shamrock Rose, bred
by Best A Luck Farm and Unique Bella, bred by Brushwood Stable. Shamrock
Rose is the third consecutive PA-Bred to win the Eclipse Award in the Female
Sprinter category. Unique Bella’s Eclipse was her second consecutive award –
Female Sprinter in 2017 and Older Dirt Female this year.
I’d like to thank everyone who donated seasons to our 9th Annual Auction as
it was a big success. I know some of you have already picked your sire for 2019
but if you haven’t please go to our interactive Stallion Directory on pabred.com.
Take a look at our new Stallions and earn a 50% maiden breeder award and 40%
for all other races. What a deal!
Remember that in order to receive voting privileges along with the MidAtlantic Thoroughbred and Trainer magazine you must pay your membership
dues by March 31st. Have a great 2019 and Go PA!!


/Brian Sanfratello

Pennsylvania Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association
“We ARE Pennsylvania Racing”

Health Care & Pension

Horsemen’s Purchasing Association

Benevolence Programs

Racehorse Retirement

Establishing health and pension
plans for over 4,000 horsemen
at Parx Racing
The Racetrack Chaplaincy of
America, the LaSalle Nursing
Program, and Granny Youmans
Scholarship Fund, and more

Offering quality products including feed,
bedding, supplements, tack, and more at
discount prices

Turning for Home has safely retired over
2,500 horses from Parx Racing since May
2008, and is considered a model program
for the racing industry

Salvatore M. DeBunda, Esq. • Michael P. Ballezzi, Esq.
President

Executive Director

P.O. Box 300, Bensalem, PA 19020 • 215-638-2013 • www.patha.org
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Pennsylvania News Briefs
MATCH SERIES RETURNS WITH NEW FORMAT
WITH PENN AND PARX HOSTING SERIES DAYS
The MATCH Series (Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred Championships) returns in 2019
featuring a new format designed to encourage more participation from horsemen,
brand the Series as special event days at
the participating racetracks, and make it
easier for the racing public to follow the
Series.
In a change to the historic scheduling
of Series races and a first for the Series,
each track will host a MATCH Series Day,
and a race in each of the four MATCH divisions will be contested on the card that day.
The 2019 Series will debut at Laurel Park
on Saturday, April 20. The Series will then
move to Hollywood Casino at Penn National
Race Course on June 1, Delaware Park on
July 13, Parx Racing on September 2, and
conclude with Championship Day at Monmouth Park on September 28.
There will be four Series Divisions:
3-Year Old & Up Sprint Dirt Division; 3-Year
Old & Up Sprint Turf Division; 3-Year Old
& Up Fillies and Mares Sprint Dirt Division
and 3-Year Old & Up Fillies and Mares
Long Turf Division. Each Division will have
five stakes races. The purse for each Series
race will be $100,000 with a total purse
pool of $2 million. Bonuses for owners and

PA THOROUGHBRED REPORT

trainers will total $375,000 with $75,000
in divisional bonuses, $50,000 to the overall Series winning owner and $25,000 to
the winning trainer. In addition, there will be
breeder’s bonuses totaling $40,000.
“We were thrilled by the successful
return of the MATCH Series in 2018,” said
Alan Foreman, creator of MATCH. “It was
really well-received. Despite the most challenging weather conditions in Mid-Atlantic
history, the Series exceeded all of our expectations and we are proud and excited to
bring it back. We learned a lot in our return
last year and have tried to make changes
that are the product of numerous conver-

sations with Series participants, horsemen,
track management and fans. We think the
2019 Series will be a credit to Mid-Atlantic
racing and generate tremendous interest
and enthusiasm throughout the racing industry.”
The MATCH Series is a collaboration
of racetracks, and horsemen’s and breeder’s organizations in the Mid-Atlantic region – the largest daily concentration of
Thoroughbred racing in the United States
– each of whom contribute to marketing
the Series, the purse and bonus pools. The
participating organizations are: The Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and its
affiliates in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania; Maryland Jockey
Club (Laurel Park); Delaware Park; Greenwood Gaming and Entertainment (PARX);
Penn National Gaming (Hollywood Casino
at Penn National Race Course); Darby Development (Monmouth Park); Pennsylvania
HBPA; Maryland Horse Breeders Association; Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association; Thoroughbred Breeders Association
of New Jersey; and Delaware Certified
Thoroughbred Program.
n
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FASIG-TIPTON KENTUCKY WINTER MIXED SALE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4 AND TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Proudly Representing Horsemen At
Proudly Representing Horsemen At
Charles Town and Presque Isle Downs
Penn National and Presque Isle Downs
President: Sandee Martin
Vice Pres: Jose Martinez
President:Sandee Martin
Exec Dir: Todd Mostoller
Exec Dir:Todd Mostoller

Pennsylvania HBPA • P.O. Box 88 • Grantville, PA 17028 • Phone: (717) 469-2970
PA RACING REPORT
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PHBA Dates to Remember
Oh Baby! Send Us
Your Photos

Reminders for Breeders
PHBA Membership Form and Dues: March 31
Broodmare Domicile: Dec. 1 or 14 days after
a public sale
Yearling Registration: Dec. 31 of the yearling year

Foaling season has begun!
Share your photos of PA-bred foals
on PHBA social media!
Email pabreeder@gmail.com for more details.

Early Registration: Within 365 days of foaling
Stallion Registration for next breeding season:
Feb. 15 of year breeding or before any mares are
bred.
Check out the “Calendar of Events & Reminders” section
at www.pabred.com for more reminders and upcoming
PA-Bred stakes, members’ events, and more.

Lisa McKee
Equine Bookkeeping
Owner Invoicing,
Accounts Payable,
Payroll &
Other Services
Hourly Rates
Only Pay For What You Need
Spend Your Valuable Time in the Barn,
Not in the Office
Over 40 years’ racing experience
Horsemen’s bookkeeper at Parx Racing for over 12 years
cell 215-962-1353
lisamckee56@gmail.com
PA THOROUGHBRED REPORT
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Hank Nothhaft with his
American Pharoah—
Kindle weanling
at Keeneland in 2017

Hank Nothhaft builds a top
breeding program from scratch
BY LENNY SHULMAN
PHOTOS COURTESY OF HANK NOTHHAFT
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ELEVEN YEARS AGO VENTURETECHNOLOGY COMPANY CEO
Hank Nothhaft looked at himself
in the mirror and realized that,
after three decades, he was losing his passion for his work. He
needed a new challenge, one that
satisfied his all-encompassing,
adrenaline-driven, compulsive
lifestyle.

ANN M. EBERHA

RDT

Nothhaft traded venture technology companies for a career in horses

Nothhaft-bred Finest City, winner of the 2016
Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint

Hello Thoroughbred breeding and
racing.
A decade of immersion into everything horses has yielded significant
results for the 74-year-old Nothhaft, a
native of Pennsylvania who has traveled the world in both his military and
civilian lives. Under HnR Nothhaft
Horse Racing (the “R” coming courtesy of wife Randie) Nothhaft has bred
Breeders’ Cup champion Finest City,
multiple graded stakes winner Daddy Is
a Legend, and multiple stakes-winning
homebred Grand Prix. He has also campaigned multiple graded stakes winner Living The Life and multiple grade
2-placed stakes winner Kindle, and has
specialized in purchasing modestlypriced stock that has gone on to perform
on the racetrack and in the breeding
shed.
There were no horses or racing in
Nothhaft’s youth in Sharon, Pa., between Erie and Youngstown, although
today that area is littered with racetracks that didn’t exist decades ago.
Nothhaft graduated from the United
States Naval Academy and served in
Vietnam, achieving his MBA in information systems technology after he
exited the military. He assumed ownership of a series of tech companies, which
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Nothhaft with Finest City at the 2012 Keeneland November sale

took him from Washington D.C., to Dallas, and eventually to Silicon Valley in
Northern California. There, the racing
bug bit him on friends-and-family outings to Bay Meadows.
“We loved that place, and I developed
a positive view of horse racing,” noted
Nothhaft. “I was going back and forth to
England quite a bit, and read all the Dick
Francis novels on those trips, and began
going to racetracks like Lingfield, near
London, and really enjoyed it.”
Those good feelings persuaded Nothhaft to take up the challenge of trying to
survive in the horse industry, initially as
an owner.
“I analyzed a bunch of different industries, and I ended up with Thoroughbred racing,” he said. “I do look back and
chuckle at my naivete in thinking I could
do what has subsequently occurred. I
love the competition and the immediate
feedback you get on your decisions.
“What I find appealing is you can immerse yourself in the data side of it. I al-
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ways had a dashboard on any company I
was running and loved to throw myself
into the statistics and analyze the company in as many ways as possible. So
when I started looking at pedigrees and
bloodlines, I thought, ‘Wow, that amount
of data is perfect for an insatiable appetite like mine.’ ”
Nothhaft did his homework. He attended seminars put on by the Thoroughbred Owners of California, watched
BloodHorse videos on conformation,
read books, and then went out and raced
some cheap claimers in Northern California, seeking to have fun, enjoy the
competition, and hopefully break even.
The plan didn’t work well, and Nothhaft
used the economic meltdown of 2009 to
liquidate his stock, learn from his early
mistakes, and start over again.
With the benefit of advice from Gary
Mandella and Mary Knight, he began
buying better Cal-breds. Chalking it
up to “dumb luck,” he bought Randie’s
Legend at auction for $43,000 in 2008.

She would go on to produce Daddy Is a
Legend. But Nothhaft turned the corner when he decided that Pennsylvania
offered more opportunity than did the
situation in California. He enlisted Carl
McEntee to help buy bloodstock and the
operation clicked. Nothhaft grabbed Kindle for $50,000, Be Envied for $37,000,
Living The Life for less than $50,000,
and Halljoy, who would become group
stakes-placed, for $150,000. All became
valued members of his broodmare band,
with Be Envied producing Finest City
and Grand Prix.
“Hank came to realize that buying
more-commercial broodmares was the
most productive place to be, and safest
to work within,” McEntee noted. “We’ve
had good success and have made smart
decisions on our breeding selections,
which we both spend a lot of time on.
There’s luck involved, because this is the
Thoroughbred industry, and there are no
certainties. But the harder you work, the
luckier you seem to get.”
Today, Nothhaft’s 10 broodmares produce Pennsylvania-breds after being
bred to Kentucky stallions, and he himself is on the board of the Pennsylvania
Horse Breeders Association.
“One of the side benefits of getting into
horses is that I’ve reconnected with my
home state,” he said. “I’ve traveled the
world, lived for three decades in California (today he lives in Austin, Texas), and
came back to my roots in Pennsylvania.
I’ve won the Presque Isle Downs Masters
Stakes (G2) twice. Where other guys have
Kentucky Derby fever, I want to get a Pa.bred to win the Masters, which has never
happened. It takes all kinds of people,
right?”
Most of the mares Nothhaft owns
today either raced for him or were bred
by him, the notable exception being
Sulis, whom he bought specifically to
breed to Silver Train, a stallion Nothhaft bought and stood in Pennsylvania,
but who died after just two years. Having paid $105,000 for Sulis, a daughter
of Maria’s Mon, Nothhaft proceeded to
sell weanlings out of her for $250,000,
$130,000, and $220,000 within four
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WEIGELIA
Safely’s Mark (Danzig)–Turning North, by Obligato

Multiple Graded Stakes Winner of $1,007,708
#1 Active Mid-Atlantic Sire by Average Earnings Lifetime:

$82,278*

12.5% stakes horses • 70% winners/starters
$3,500 LFSN

*35 or more starters

153 West McKinley Road, Delta, PA 17314 • Chip and Barbara Wheeler
1.866.WynOaks or 717-456-5666 • www.WynOaksFarm.com

IAN HEADINGTON

Nothhaft with his grandchildren at Golden Gate Fields

years. As legendary Kentucky horseman
Robert Courtney used to say, that’s how
you make money in this business.
Because the Pennsylvania incentive
program is going well, Nothhaft said he
might increase his mare population to
15, but generally he is concentrating on
improving the quality of the band rather
than increasing its number.
“Carl and I made a decision not to take
the risk of raising them to be yearlings,”
Nothhaft said of his early preference for
selling weanlings. “At least until now. The
yearling market is crazy right now, so I’m
not unhappy to hold onto them another
year because the financial advantage is
shifting that way. That hasn’t always been
true.”
That updated strategy comes in part
from the American Pharoah—Kindle
weanling colt Nothhaft sold for $400,000
who was pinhooked by Peter O’Callaghan
and sold for $2.2 million at last September’s Keeneland yearling auction.
Nothhaft supported McEntee during
the latter’s time at Darby Dan Farm and
has helped bankroll McEntee’s move to

Nothhaft with two-time Presque Isle Downs Masters winner
Living The Life

open Ballysax Bloodstock, which now
consigns the Nothhaft-breds.
“Carl is all energy and is a hard worker,” said Nothhaft. “In his first year in
2018 he’s had good-quality consignments
and gotten good results.”
“Hank is an incredibly passionate man
who has to have something to drive him,
and I’m the same way,” noted McEntee.
“He’ll call me at 4 or 5 a.m. his time to
talk. He knows only one speed, and that’s
100 mph.”
Nothhaft’s single most notable day in
the business came on Nov. 5, 2016, when
the Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint
(G1) was run at Santa Anita Park. The
Nothhaft-owned Living The Life, who
had won the Presque Isle Downs Masters
in 2014 and 2015 and the All American
Stakes (G3) in 2016, was slated to compete against the Nothhaft-bred Finest
City, whom the breeder had sold as a
weanling in 2012 for $50,000.
“My wife and I and other family members were planning to go from our home
in Saratoga, Calif.,” Nothhaft stated.
“Then a week before the race Living The

Life came up lame and had to be retired.
I was so bummed out I had a knee-jerk
reaction to give my tickets away. So we
watched from home. I bet heavily on
Finest City and when she won, there was
an eruption. My phone started going
crazy, so there was a lot of recognition
of our connection to the horse. But I felt
silly watching Gary Mandella accept our
trophy.”
In the past, Nothhaft annually compiled what he now calls a “fantasy list”
of stallions for his mares, where he and
McEntee would generate a roster of studs
that fit his mares although they knew
they wouldn’t be able to get to those stallions. Today, it is a different story.
“Now that I have better mares, we
know we’re able to get to all the stallions
on our list this year,” said Nothhaft. “So
we’re not playing fantasy football anymore.”
Nothhaft bought back a Pioneerof the
Nile—Kindle weanling colt in November
2018 on a final bid of $375,000. He also
kept an American Pharoah—Halljoy yearling filly who RNA’d for $335,000. Those
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The Horse of Delaware Valley - 09/16/2016

Copy Reduced to 81% from original to fit letter page

0–The Horse of Delaware Valley–October, 2016
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A perennial leading trainer, KATE DEMASI has emerged as a major force in
the Northeast. In 2016, Kate became the first female trainer in Parx Hall
of Fame. She is again among the top 10 in the trainer standings. Adding to
her total of well over a 1,000- career wins. 2016 will be her 13th consecutive
year with earnings of over a million dollars for her runners! Kate also proudly serves as trainer director for the Pa Horseman's Thoroughbred Association
at Parx.
THE DEMASI WAY...
Manageable numbers of horses and two full-time assistants help Kate maintain the quality of her training program. She is consistently able to bring her
horses to their full potential by giving each the personal attention he or she
deserves.

Pewter Stable

167 Ewan Rd • Mullica Hill, NJ 08062
Cell 609.330.1819 • Office 856.478.9549
website: www.pewterstable.com
email: pewterstable@comcast.net

A LUCRATIVE CIRCUIT…
Year-round racing at Parx Race Track and summer racing at Monmouth
Park, along with increased purses from legalized slots has energized
Thoroughbred racing in the region, and been a boost for owners seeking the
most return on their investments. Let Kate put you in the thick of one of the
nation’s most lucrative racing circuits.
Services Available: Training Services for Individual Owners
General Partnerships • Claiming Partnerships
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Kindle with her American Pharoah foal in 2017; the foal sold as a yearling for $2.2 million

babies are indicative of the quality of stallions to whom he now sends his mares.
“This is a very faddish industry in my
opinion,” he stated. “So going to American Pharoah in his fist year—if you pick
the right first-year stallion it can be a bonanza when you’re selling the progeny.
Certainly, American Pharoah was a good
pick. So we do use some select first-year
or young stallions who we call ‘Living the
Dream’ stallions. They don’t have anything running yet, or at least won’t before
(the progeny) sell.
“As far as more proven stallions, we’re
not generally going to the heavy hitters
such as Tapit, Candy Ride, Into Mischief,
and so on. When I was starting out, I bred
to Tizbud, a full brother to Tiznow. Now,
I love Tiznow, who is one of the less-expensive studs I go to today, so that highlights where I started and where I’m at.
But I’m also smart enough to know the
minute you think you’ve got it all figured
out, you’re actually really stupid because
the gods are about to come down and
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chop your knees off. So I keep my feet on
the ground.”
Said McEntee, “Hank is unlike most
business people who come into the horse
industry, where they tend to lose all of
their previous business acumen. Hank
has maintained the smart decision-making that got him to where he is.”
Nothhaft has worked diligently to try
and help ensure that the Pennsylvania
incentive program remains on sound
footing, although that has proven to be a
tricky enterprise in the past.
“Pennsylvania has had a great program
for years,” said Nothhaft, “except that the
state (government) kept coming up short
on funds and taking money away from
the breeding program for the general
fund. As a breeder, you never knew what
was going to be there going forward.
What we’ve done is put the program in
a trust; while that can still be broken,
there is a significant penalty for the state
if it decides to take funds away, so we feel
more confortable going forward.

“The number of foals is increasing in
the state. There are new sires and broodmares showing up, and the quality of the
talent you need is increasing. We know
New York-bred and Cal-bred races are
tough, but Pennsylvania isn’t a lay-up,
either. But it does run between 400 and
500 races a year for state-breds, and if
you have a decent horse, you can find a
level at which to race and have a good
chance of earning some money, which is
attractive.
“The man on the street—which I consider myself—who doesn’t have 200
horses can realistically breed Pennsylvania-breds and sell or race them with
the anticipation of a reasonable financial
outcome. That’s the world I thought I was
getting into way back at the start.”
A dose of naivete represents standard
equipment for those seeking entrance to
the Thoroughbred industry as a business
proposition. And the addition of successful business people such as Hank Nothhaft to its ranks swells the legitimacy
as well as the feasibility of this world of
horses. He has embraced a challenge far
too puzzling for most; entered on the
ground floor and built a sturdy operation
upward despite knowing nothing about
its workings when he started. That horses can rekindle this sort of passion in a
person of substance such as Nothhaft is
a huge positive.
“I have been retired from the tech
world for three or four years now, and I
thank God every morning that I got involved in the horse business because it
is so satisfying,” he said. “It is extremely
difficult, so when things do go right, the
satisfaction and the adrenaline and the
good feeling you get is so significant that
it’s worth all the effort.
“For a small guy like me, you have to
work really hard to have something good
going on, and when it does, it keeps you
in a good mood for awhile and you really have to inhale the happy fumes and
the success. You have to ride over what I
call the Valley of Despair to keep yourself
going and motivated if you’re passionate
about it.” B
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$2.75 million 2019 Stakes Schedule
for PA-Breds kicks off in April
ALL BREEDING FUND STAKES WILL INCLUDE A
25% PA-SIRED BONUS FOR 1ST, 2ND AND 3RD
Proposed 2018 schedule – dates and conditions for all the PA-Bred Stakes are subject
to change. Please contact the Racing Offices for the most current schedules.

The PA-Bred stakes calendar kicks off in April with two
seven-furlong sprints for older
runners at Parx Racing the final
Saturday of the month.
There are 22 Pennsylvania Bred restricted $100,000 stakes races on the
schedule for 2018, worth a total of $2.75
million in purses when calculating in the
25 percent bonus for all PA-Sired PA-Bred
horses finishing first through third in all restricted stakes.
The date for Pennsylvania’s Day At the
Races is earlier in 2019, set for Saturday,
Aug. 3 at Parx Racing, with five stakes
scheduled on the card for PA-Breds.
Contact the racing office or check the
tracks’ websites on a regular basis for closing dates, updates and changes of the 2019
schedule. 
n

Sat., April 27, Parx $100,000 Lyman H, 3 & up, 7 fur.
		
$100,000 Foxy J. G. S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 7 fur.
		
Sat., June 1, Penn $100,000 Danzig S, 3YO, 6 fur.
		
$100,000 New Start S, 3YO fillies, 6 fur.
		
Sun., June 9, Penn $100,000 Lyphard S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 11⁄16 mi., turf
		
$100,000 Robellino S, 3 & up, 11⁄16 mi., turf
		
Sat., June 22, Parx $100,000 Crowd Pleaser S, 3YO, 11⁄16 mi., turf
		
$100,000 Power by Far S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 5 fur., turf
		
Sun., July 7, PID
$100,000 Leematt S, 3 & up, 1 mi.
			
$100,000 Northern Fling S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 1 mi.
				

Pennsylvania’s Day At the Races

Sat., Aug. 3, Parx
$100,000 Banjo Picker Sprint S, 3 & up, 6 fur.
				
$100,000 Roanoke S, 3 & up, 11⁄16 mi.
			
$100,000 Marshall Jenney H, 3 & up, 5 fur., turf
		
$100,000 Dr. Teresa Garofalo Memorial S, 3 & up, F&M, 6 fur.
			
$100,000 Mrs. Penny S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 11⁄16 mi., turf
		
Mon., Sept. 9, PID
$100,000 Malvern Rose S, 3YO fillies, 1 mi.
			
Sat., Sept. 21, Parx $100,000 Alphabet Soup H, 3 & up, 11⁄16 mi., turf
		
Mon., Sept. 23, PID $100,000 Mark McDermott S, 2YO, 6 fur.
		
$100,000 Mrs. Henry D. Paxson Memorial S, 2YO fillies, 6 fur.
		
Sat., Oct. 5, Parx
$100,000 Plum Pretty S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 11⁄16 mi.
			
Wed., Nov. 27, Penn $100,000 Blue Mountain Juvenile Fillies S, 2YO fillies, 6 fur.		
			
Sat., Dec. 7, Parx
$100,000 Pennsylvania Nursery S, 2YO colts and geldings, 7 fur.
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WINNERS OF 2018 PA-BRED STAKES
AMY FARAH FOWLER
Breeder: Blackstone Farm LLC
MRS. HENRY D. PAXSON MEMORIAL S
BEYOND SMART
Breeder: George Strawbridge Jr.
LEEMATT S
BRONX BEAUTY
Breeder: Blackstone Farm LLC
NEW START S
CALL PAUL
Breeder: Beatrice Patterson & Vicky Schowe
PENNSYLVANIA NURSERY
DELTA EXPRESS
Breeder: Scott Bunker & Cynthia Bartkowski
MARK MCDERMOTT S
FAST AND ACCURATE
Breeder: John R. Penn
ALPHABET SOUP S
FIELDER
Breeder: HnR Nothhaft Horseracing LLC
MARSHALL JENNEY S

GRASSHOPPIN
Breeder: Michael W. Jester
LYMAN S
ROANOKE S

SHE’S CHUBS
Breeder: Rebecca Fawn Stepanoff &
John Phillip Taylor Jr.
POWER BY FAR S

IMPLY
Breeder: Barlar LLC
LYPHARD S
PLUM PRETTY S

SMOOTH B
Breeder: St. Omer’s Farm &
WynOaks Farm LLC
DANZIG S

PLEASE FLATTER ME
Breeder: Mary Katherine Haire
BLUE MOUNTAIN JUVENILE FILLIES S

SOMEDAY JONES
Breeder: Patricia L. Chapman
ROBELLINO S

POWER OF SNUNNER
Breeder: James M. Courtney
FOXY J. G. S

SWEET BYE AND BYE
Breeder: Joseph Imbesi
CROWD PLEASER S

ROSE TREE
Breeder: Mr. & Mrs. Rodman W. Moorhead III
MRS. PENNY S
NORTHERN FLING S

THE MAN
Breeder: Glenn E. Brok LLC
BANJO PICKER SPRINT S

SHAMROCK ROSE
Breeder: Best A Luck Farm LLC
MALVERN ROSE S

ZIPPER’S HERO
Breeder: Peter Giangiulio
DR. TERESA GAROFALO MEMORIAL S

Pennsylvania Broodmare Domicile Requirements
& Registration Eligibility for 2019 Foals
Please note the following broodmare domicile requirements for the 2019 crop of foals. Mares
bred to registered PA-Sires are up again this year, according to our preliminary count, and
continuing that trend will move us to an increase in registered foals, which is our priority.

• The dam of the foal resided continuously in Pennsylvania since DECEMBER 1 of the year of

conception through foaling. Mares not being bred back will fall under this category.

• The dam of the foal was purchased at a public sale after DECEMBER 1 of the year of

conception and brought into Pennsylvania within 14 days of the date of purchase and
remained continuously through foaling. During the year of foaling, the foal or its dam spent at
least ninety (90) days in the state.

• The dam of the foal arrived after DECEMBER 1 of the year of conception, foaled in

Pennsylvania and was bred back to a registered PA stallion standing in Pennsylvania and the
dam of the foal resided SIXTY (60) consecutive days during which foaling occurred.

Domicile forms can be found online at www.pabred.com/forms. Please DO NOT use any prior year
forms as they have changed. We prefer online submissions, but if you are unable to submit the
form online, you can print out a report and mail it, or let us know and we’ll send a copy to you.

Recent PA-Bred
Stakes Horses
UJJAYI
f, 3, Smarty Jones - Ocean Road
Won - RUTHLESS S, Aqueduct,
$100,000, 3YO, F, 7F, 1/27.

SPLICETHEMAINBRACE

BEHRNIK’S BANK

c, 3, Poseidon’s Warrior - Aunt Bobby
2nd - LIMEHOUSE S, Gulfstream Park $75,000, 3YO, 6F,
1/5.

m, 6, Bank Heist - Behrnik
3rd - WHAT A SUMMER S, Laurel Park, $100,000, 4YO/UP,
F/M, 6F, 1/12.

Want to sell a
horse or two?
A new PHBA member benefit!
PHBA members are invited to list
horses for sale on:

pabred.com.

Go to the pabred.com homepage,
under Featured/PHBA Sale Horses,
to submit a listing and view current
listings.
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Go Digital & Sign Up Today
Visit our website to sign up for a digital version
of the PA Thoroughbred Report.
Sign up online at: pabred.com
and click on “Join the PHBA Email List”
or scan the code to the right.

Like Us on Facebook at
PA Bred
PA THOROUGHBRED REPORT

Follow us on Twitter at
PA_PHBA
2

Contact Us
PA Horse Breeders Association
701 East Baltimore Pike, Suite E
Kennett Square, PA 19348
Phone: 610-444-1050
http://www.pabred.com

PARX Racetrack & Casino
3001 Street Road
Bensalem, PA 19020
Phone: 215-639-9000
http://www.parxracing.com

PA Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association
P.O. Box 300, Bensalem, PA 19020
Phone: 215-638-2012
http://www.patha.org

Penn National Race Course
777 Hollywood Blvd
Grantville, PA 17028
Phone: 717-469-2211
http://www.hollywoodpnrc.com

Pennsylvania HBPA
P.O. Box 88
Grantville, PA 17028
Phone: (717) 469-2970
http://pahbpa.com

Presque Isle Downs
8199 Perry Hwy
Erie, PA 16509
Phone: (866) 374-3386
http://www.casinoinerie.com

Pennsylvania Racing Commission is a departmental administrative
commission within the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture which
supervises all thoroughbred racing at which pari-mutuel wagering is conducted.
2301 North Cameron Street Harrisburg, PA 17110. Phone: (717) 787-4737
Web: http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/
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