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The 18th annual Pennsyl-
vania’s Day at the Races, held 
Saturday, Sept. 1 at Parx Racing, 
proved to be a great day of PA-
Bred racing, featuring $1 million 
in purses for the first time in the 
event’s history. One-hundred 
PA-Breds showcased their talents 
as they battled down the stretch in 
the card’s 11 races, five stakes.

The Pennsylvania Horse 
Breeders Association treated 
Pennsylvania breeders and their 
guests, owners and trainers to 
a buffet lunch, complete with a 
private third-floor view of the track. Raffle prizes 
included PHBA bags full of PA-Bred swag; a 
hand-painted cornhole game set, courtesy of 
J & M Custom Cornhole; and baskets loaded 
with horse-related items donated by the PTHA, 
Turning for Home and the Daily Racing Form. The 
stakes-winning owners received a leather PHBA 
overnight bag, and winning stakes trainers were 
presented a cooler with the name of the stakes 
race embroidered on it for the winning PA-Bred, 
presented in the winner’s circle. All stakes 
participants received a Patagonia backpack filled 
with PHBA goodies. All breeders and their guests 
who attended the luncheon received a PHBA tote 
bag filled with a blanket, hat and coffee mug.

Kicking off the day’s stakes action was the 
Dr. Teresa Garofalo Memorial, for fillies and mares, 
3 and up. Zipper’s Hero, a 5-year-old mare bred 
by Peter Giangiulio by Castle Rock Farm stallion 
Partner’s Hero, broke a step slower than the rest 

of the field but spurted to a clear lead after the 
opening quarter. Leading by 21⁄2 lengths entering 
the far turn, the even-money favorite remained 
in control down the stretch to defeat Risque’s 
Diamond by 3 lengths. 

It proved to be the most emotional race of 
the day. Dr. Garofalo was the treasurer of the 
PHBA board before she passed away in 2010 
from acute myeloid leukemia. Her equine practice 
in West Chester, Smokey’s Run Farm, focused on 
equine reproduction, and the stakes in her name 
is a special one to the PHBA. Dr. Garofalo’s moth-
er, Vera Vann-Wilson, and brother, Ted Vanderlaan, 
were in attendance to present the winning trophy. 

“It’s such an honor to be here, and I’m 
grateful to you all for continuing the race in her 
memory,” Ted Vanderlaan expressed to PHBA staff 
in the winner’s circle. “She would love this.” The 
emotion didn’t stop there. With the win, trainer 
Eddie Coletti Jr. surpassed $1 million in earnings 
for the year, a career first. Zipper’s Hero provided 

2018 PA Day At the Races: 
a million-dollar celebration

By Jennifer Poorman

The Man, with Jorge Vargas Jr. aboard, defended his title 
in the Banjo Picker Stakes on PA Day at the Races.



PA Day At the Races continued from page 1

A few words from the Executive Secretary

September 1 was the 18th Annual 
Pennsylvania’s Day At the Races at Parx, 
where over 400 breeders and guests along 
with owners and trainers saw amazing PA-
Breds win coveted stakes titles and came 
together to celebrate our state-breds and 
breeding program. Congratulations to all the 
competitors! 

We hope to continue the high spirits 
and good luck from Pennsylvania’s Day At 
the Races into the fall months for broodmare 

domicile. Mares bred to PA stallions were up 
again this year, and we’re optimistic about 
a continued increase in years to come. As a 
reminder, broodmare domicile forms are due to 
the PHBA by Dec. 1, 2018. 

Broodmares must be in the state by  
Dec. 1, or within 14 days of a public sale. 
If you’re breeding back to a registered PA 
stallion, you must complete the domicile report 
within 14 days of entering the state and reside 
continuously for 60 days through foaling. 

the first stakes victory for owner Mario Man-
gini, and Johan Rosado rode his first stakes 
winner for Coletti. It was the biggest winner’s 
circle celebration of the day, and congratula-
tions to all on their achievements!

The Mrs. Penny Stakes was moved to the 
main track due to rainfall the night before. Mr. 
and Mrs. Rodman Moorhead’s homebred Rose 
Tree relished the change as she continued her 
incredible comeback year with a second stakes 
win in a row. Racing about 6 lengths behind 
the leaders on the backside, the 4-year-old 
Harlan’s Holiday filly gained from there and 
took command on the far turn under regular 
rider Andrew Wolfsont. Imply, winner of the 
Lyphard Stakes in June, chased after her 
through the stretch, but Rose Tree was able to 
hold her off and win by a neck. Trained by Hall 
of Famer Jonathan Sheppard, Rose Tree paid 
$10 to win. “She held on gamely. She’s a very 
nice filly,” Sheppard told PTHA’s Dani Gibson in 
a postrace interview.

The Banjo Picker Sprint Stakes was one 
of the most anticipated of the day, featuring 
last year’s winner The Man, bred by Glenn E. 
Brok LLC. Despite another wardrobe mal-
function this year, he proved to be the best 
again, in more ways than one. Untacked in the 
walking ring and retacked in the paddock stall 
with minutes to spare, the cool-under-pressure 
6-year-old trained by John Servis let everyone 
know that he really is “The Man.” (Last year’s 

malfunction came after the race, when he 
stood quietly in the winner’s circle to have 
a shoe pulled that came partway off during 
the race.) With regular rider Jorge Vargas Jr. 
aboard, The Man broke well, dueled to the out-
side of his rivals and picked up a short lead off 
the turn. Midtowncharlybrown waited for room, 
and Pop Keenan made a late run but couldn’t 
catch The Man. “We have won nine races out 
of 11. You cannot ask for a better horse,” said 
Vargas postrace. This win was his seventh in 
eight tries at Parx.

The first of two upsets came in the 
Roanoke Stakes. Michael Jester’s homebred 
Grasshoppin, off at 12-1, had a perfect trip 
under Edwin Rivera. The 7-year-old son of 
Cat Thief trained by Claudio Gonzalez sat a 
length back of early leader Navy Commander 
down the backstretch and kept position after 
fractions of :23.62 and :47.41. He caught up 
to the leader around the final turn and pulled 
away in the stretch. Under urging by Rivera, he 
finished in 1:44.42, paying $27. Grasshoppin 
finished third in the same race last year, and 
the connections were thrilled with the turn-
about. “To be able to come back this year… 
he’s not a young horse, and to run as hard as 
he does, it really shows you the great athlete 
he is,” Jester said after the race. 

The second upset came in the final stakes 
of the day, the Power by Far for fillies and 
mares, run for the first time on the PA Day At 

Forms for the 
2019 foal 
crop can be 
found online 
at www.pabred.com. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you can 
fill out and submit the form online. Please do 
not use any prior year forms. If you are unable 
to submit the form online, you may either print 
out a report and mail it in, or let us know and 
we’ll mail a copy to you. 

the Races card. Going 5 furlongs on the main 
track after the race came off the turf, She’s 
Chubs (12-1) finished 11⁄4 lengths in front of 
Charlybrown’s Rose, with favorite Pink Princess 
finishing third. 

Biding her time a couple of lengths 
behind early front-runner Captain Sam, She’s 
Chubs closed the gap after the first quar-
ter-mile in :21.67. Under urging from Roberto 
Rosado, she surged ahead at the eighth pole 
and finished in :58:68. 

Bred and owned by Rebecca and John 
Phillip Taylor and trained by Scott Lake, the 
5-year-old daughter of retired Pennsylvania 
sire Albert the Great racked up her first stakes 
win in her stakes debut, paying $26.40. “So 
happy for the owners,” trainer Scott Lake told 
PTHA’s Gibson. “We entered this horse 13 
times, couldn’t get a race to go. Last minute 
we decided we were going to run off the turf, 
and it was just tremendous.”

We extend a sincere thank you to all of 
our members and guests who attended, as 
well as the board members and special guests 
who presented the gifts in each race. We’re 
looking forward to a successful and productive 
2019 breeding season and wish everyone the 
best of luck in the coming year. 

Visit www.pabred.com for a full gallery of 
the day’s photos.



Contact 
Information:

State Horse Racing Commission 
Harrisburg, PA • 717-787-1942

Parx Racing 
Bensalem, PA • 215-639-9000

Hollywood Casino at  
Penn National Race Course 
Grantville, PA • 717-469-2211

Presque Isle Downs & Casino 
Erie, PA • 866-374-3386

Pennsylvania HBPA  
Grantville, PA • 717-469-2970

Pennsylvania Thoroughbred 
Horsemen’s Association 
Bensalem, PA • 215-638-2012

THE PA-BRED PREMIUM
EARN MORE!

JOIN THE PHBA
Whether you are currently a breeder or 

an owner, or if you are just considering get-
ting involved in this exciting industry, there 
are many reasons to join the PHBA. The 
PHBA is devoted to those involved in Penn-
sylvania’s Thoroughbred breeding industry. A 
not-for-profit organization founded in 1948, 
we provide a number of services to mem-
bers, including informational assistance, ed-
ucational opportunities and a variety of social 
events. 

The goal of the organization is to ad-
vocate on behalf of the state’s breeding 
industry. We are mandated by statute as 
administrator of the Pennsylvania Breeding 
Fund program, and as official registrar of the 
Pennsylvania-Bred roster of eligible program 
participants.

Working with industry leaders over the 
years, PHBA has achieved several goals that 
have brought reform and benefits to breed-
ers, owners, racetracks and the public. The 
PHBA is vital to everyone involved in breeding 
throughout Pennsylvania. Your support and 
participation can help Pennsylvania’s breed-
ing industry continue to grow and prosper.

2018 PA-Bred Stakes Schedule

Sat., April 28 $100,000 Lyman S, 3 & up, 7 fur.  
Parx  1st-Grasshoppin, 2nd-Driven to Compete, 3rd-Red Razzo

 $100,000 Foxy J. G. S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 7 fur.  
  1st-Power of Snunner, 2nd-Trace of Grace, 3rd-Formal Class 

Sat., June 2 $100,000 Lyphard S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 11⁄16 mi., turf  
Penn  1st-Imply, 2nd-Great Soul, 3rd-Advert  

 $100,000 Danzig S, 3YO, 6 fur. 
  1st-Smooth B, 2nd-Midnight Poker, 3rd-Tudox Expectations 

 $100,000 New Start S, 3YO fillies, 6 fur. 
  1st-Bronx Beauty, 2nd-Smokinpaddylassie, 3rd-Dixie Serenade 

Sun., July 8  $100,000 Leematt S, 3 & up, 1 mi. 
PID  1st-Beyond Smart, 2nd-Fast and Accurate, 3rd-Bern’James Bern

 $100,000 Northern Fling S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 1 mi.  
  1st-Rose Tree, 2nd-War Baby, 3rd-Imply 

Sat., July 21  $100,000 Crowd Pleaser S, 3YO, 11⁄16 mi., turf  
Parx  1st-Sweet Bye and Bye, 2nd-Smooth B, 3rd-Wait for It 

 $100,000 Marshall Jenney S, 3 & up, 5 fur., turf 
  1st-Fielder, 2nd-Spartianos, 3rd-Hollywood Talent

Sat., Aug. 4,  $100,000 Robellino S, 3 & up, 11⁄16 mi. 
Penn  1st-Someday Jones, 2nd-Saratoga Jack, 3rd-Monongahela 

Sun., Aug. 5,  $100,000 Malvern Rose S, 3YO fillies, 1 mi. 
PID  1st-Shamrock Rose, 2nd-Stardoza, 3rd-Peppy 

Sat., Sept. 1 $100,000 Banjo Picker Sprint S, 3 & up, 6 fur. 
Parx  1st-The Man, 2nd-Pop Keenan, 3rd-Midtowncharlybrown 

 $100,000 Roanoke S, 3 & up, 11⁄16 mi. 
  1st-Grasshoppin, 2nd-Prince of Hempt, 3rd-Ruby Bleu 

 $100,000 Power by Far S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 5 fur., off turf 
  1st-She’s Chubs, 2nd-Charlybrown’s Rose, 3rd-Pink Princess

 $100,000 Dr. Teresa Garofalo Memorial S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 6 fur.  
  1st-Zipper’s Hero, 2nd-Risque’s Diamond, 3rd-Item 

 $100,000 Mrs. Penny S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 11⁄16 mi., off turf 
  1st-Rose Tree, 2nd-Imply, 3rd-Miss Avalon

Sun., Sept. 2,  $100,000 Mark McDermott S, 2YO, 6 fur. 
PID   1st-Delta Express, 2nd-Amy Farah Fowler, 3rd-Jump for Alex

Sun., Sept. 16, $100,000 Mrs. Henry D. Paxson Memorial S, 2YO fillies, 6 fur. 
PID   

Sat., Sept. 22,  $100,000 Alphabet Soup S, 3 & up, 11⁄16 mi., turf 
Parx  

Sat., Oct. 6 $100,000 Plum Pretty S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 11⁄16 mi. 
Parx    

Wed., Nov. 21,  $100,000 Blue Mountain Juvenile Fillies S, 2YO fillies, 6 fur.  
Penn     

Sat., Dec. 1,  $100,000 Pennsylvania Nursery S, 2YO, colts & geldings, 7 fur.  
Parx    
 Total: $2,750,000

ALL BREEDING FUND STAKES WILL INCLUDE A 25% PA-SIRED BONUS FOR 1ST, 2ND AND 3RD.
Proposed 2018 schedule – dates and conditions for all the PA-Bred Stakes are subject to change. 

Please contact the Racing Offices for the most current schedules.
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LEADING HORSES 
Fund Money includes: PA-Bred Races, Breeder and Stallion Awards and PA-Bred Owner-Bonus Payments

      Breeder Stallion Owner  
Horse Pedigree Breeder Races Restricted Stakes Award Award Bonus Total
Smooth B * Weigelia - Katarica Disco St. Omer’s Farm 4 0 80,000 54,624 13,656 3,760 152,040
Imply * E Dubai - Allude Barlar LLC 2 0 71,000 35,500 8,875 0 115,375
Fielder Sidney’s Candy - Karakorum Fugitive Henry R. Nothhaft 6 0 60,000 31,471 0 13,108 104,579
Grasshoppin * Cat Thief - Sweetheart Sami Michael W. Jester 2 0 66,000 30,000 7,500 0 103,500
Power of Snunner * Power by Far - Snunner James M. Courtney 1 0 60,000 30,000 7,500 0 97,500
Pink Princess * Weigelia - Katarica Disco Wyn Oaks Farm LLC 7 0 0 47,712 11,928 34,080 93,720
Ruby Bleu * Messner - Ruby Soul Donald L. Brown Jr. 9 0 0 51,872 12,968 26,880 91,720
Dixie Serenade * Uptowncharlybrown - Moonlight Serenade Fantasy Lane Stable Inc. 4 0 11,000 41,900 10,475 26,000 89,375
Beyond Smart Smart Strike - Beyond the Waves George Strawbridge Jr. 4 0 60,000 20,362 0 8,368 88,730
Sweet Bye and Bye Sky Mesa - Twiggles Joseph Imbesi 4 0 60,000 26,522 0 0 86,522
Risque’s Diamond * Weigelia - Diamonds No More St. Omer’s Farm 7 0 0 43,893 10,973 31,352 86,218
Smokin Nitro * More Smoke - Keep Your Day Job Michael R. Cox 4 0 0 44,464 10,528 30,080 85,072
Bronx Beauty Liaison - Forever Sunshine Blackstone Farm LLC 1 0 60,000 12,000 0 0 72,000
Rose Tree Harlan’s Holiday - Amusing Rodman W. Moorhead III 1 0 60,000 12,000 0 0 72,000
Ignite * Jump Start - Perverse Barlar LLC 10 0 0 37,251 9,313 23,968 70,532
Tactical Plan * Cat Thief - Perfect Plan Michael W. Jester 4 0 0 35,375 8,844 25,268 69,487
Midnight Poker * Smarty Jones - Halo Hollie Four Bucks Racing 3 0 20,000 28,736 7,184 11,040 66,960
Brazilian Symphony * Fairbanks - Brazilian Bliss Estate of Joseph W. Holman Jr. 4 0 0 34,031 8,508 24,308 66,847
Charlybrown’s Rose * Uptowncharlybrown - Ambling Rose Fantasy Lane Stable Inc. 6 0 0 37,170 9,292 19,864 66,326
Little Siete * Doubles Partner - Estaprimo Glenn E. Brok LLC 8 0 3,000 33,090 6,867 16,344 59,301
Chasing My Halo * Weigelia - Halo Effect Wyn Oaks Farm LLC 5 0 0 31,496 7,286 19,824 58,606
Missin the Big Dog Archarcharch - Merry Princess Pewter Stable 9 0 0 28,889 0 25,640 54,529
Team Ribot * Any Given Saturday - Miss Ribot UM Holdings Ltd. 6 0 0 30,767 6,355 17,120 54,242
Checkbouncin Billy * Rimrod - Monette Richard Simoff 6 0 0 30,688 7,672 14,720 53,080

 (January 1, 2018 through July 31, 2018, rounded to dollars)

LEADING EARNERS - TOTAL AWARDS
Breeder Name Breeder Stallion Total

Wyn Oaks Farm LLC 185,669 93,114 278,783
Glenn E. Brok LLC 158,841 53,758 212,599
William J. Solomon VMD 75,649 96,039 171,688
Fantasy Lane Stable Inc. 133,795 34,455 168,250
Northview Stallion Station Inc. 0 157,169 157,169
Donald L. Brown Jr. 120,489 31,108 151,597
Barlar LLC 117,292 18,781 136,072
St. Omer’s Farm 134,395 0 134,395
Blackstone Farm LLC 126,664 0 126,664
Michael W. Jester 80,121 35,902 116,022
Thomas G. McClay 106,650 0 106,650
Arrowwood Farm Inc. 106,520 0 106,520

Breeder Name Breeder Stallion Total

Godstone Farm LP 88,622 6,335 94,957
Xanthus Farms Inc. 83,932 4,444 88,376
Patricia L. Chapman 47,758 39,778 87,537
Pewter Stable 71,854 8,364 80,218
Shirley A. Lojeski 76,674 920 77,594
Henry R. Nothhaft 42,906 23,827 66,732
Sylmar Farm Inc. 66,161 0 66,161
Ashwell Stables Inc. 56,110 0 56,110
Everest Stables Inc. 19,376 35,519 54,895
SMD Ltd. LLC 53,971 0 53,971
Yaroslaw Kolybabiuk MD 53,252 0 53,252
Richard Simoff 50,992 0 50,992

LEADING STALLIONS 
Fund Money includes Stallion Awards only

Stallion Name Stallion Owner / Manager No. of Races Award Total

Jump Start Northview Stallion Station Inc. 280 98,925
Weigelia Wyn Oaks Farm LLC 153 93,114
Smarty Jones Patricia L. Chapman 150 39,778
Petionville Everest Stables Inc. 111 35,519
Uptowncharlybrown Fantasy Lane Stable Inc. 33 34,455
Any Given Saturday William J. Solomon VMD 114 33,913
Messner Donald L. Brown Jr. 64 31,108
Cat Thief Michael W. Jester 72 28,524
Talent Search Glenn E. Brok LLC 107 27,599
Silver Train Henry R. Nothhaft 81 23,827
Rimrod George Strawbridge Jr. 61 22,608
Fairbanks Northview Stallion Station Inc. 101 21,248

Stallion Name Stallion Owner / Manager No. of Races Award Total

Mad Flatter Glenn E. Brok LLC 70 20,467
E Dubai Barlar LLC 69 18,781
El Padrino Northview Stallion Station Inc. 40 16,499
Activist Judith M. Barrett 36 15,132
Offlee Wild William J. Solomon VMD 69 14,829
Got the Last Laugh Glenn E. Brok LLC 36 14,812
Ecclesiastic Walmac Stud Management LLC 50 14,402
Albert the Great William J. Solomon VMD 52 10,775
More Smoke William J. Solomon VMD 7 10,528
Andiron Tea Party Stable Inc. 49 10,167
Power by Far Barbara J. Geraghty 5 9,259
Congressionalhonor Pewter Stable 18 8,364

PA-Bred Fund Statistics: Top Earners

*Denotes PA-sired


